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ta County. In 1758 Valentine Sevear was a resident of Cul- 
peper County, Va. Boogher, Gleanings of Virginia History. 
p. 70. He probably removed to Culpeper after disposing of his 
Augusta lands, but subsequently returned to the latter county. 

Idem, p. 146. 

John Anderson, mentioned in note 26, was one of the first 
Justices of Augusta County upon its organization in 1745. 
Waddell's Annals of Augusta County, 1902, pp. 52-332 ; 
Boogher, Gleanings of Virginia History, pp. 308-23. 



EXTRACTS FROM VIRGINIA COUNTY 
RECORDS. 



A Bill of Lading, 1674. 

[Bills of lading and exchange were not infrequently recorded 
in the books of the county courts.] 

*: 9: 12: 13: Shipped by the grace of God in Good order 

3: 15: 16: 8: 4: & well Conditioned by John Fitz. Randolph 
7: 5: in & upon the Good shipp called the Con- 

stant Endeavour whereof is master under God for this p'sent 
Voyage John Pawling & now rideing att Anchor in the River of 
Rappahannock & by God's grace bound for the port of London to 
say Tenn hogsneads of Virginia Tobacco being marked & num 
bered as in the Margent; And are to be delivered in the like good 
order & well conditioned att the aforesaid port in London (the 
danger of the seas excepted) unto Lt. Collonell John Searles, 
or to his Assignes. he or they paying Freight for the said 
Goods Tenn Pounds sterling $ Tunn with primage & Havar- 
age accustomed for witness whereof the Master or purser of the 
said Shipp hath affirmed to three bills of Lading all of the Tenor 

*At this place in the bill of lading was the shipper's brand— a mark 
which cannot be reproduced in type. It represents a large "R," with 
the figure "4" at the top, and crossed compasses at the bottom 
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& date, the one of which three bills being accomplished the 

other two stand void. And so God send the Good shipp to 

her desired Port in safety. Amen. Dated in Virginia the 7th 

of October ' 74. 

Quantity rec'd quality unknown. 

Jon. Pawlings. 

Record by ord'r of Co" ye 25th November, 1674. 

John Chippe, CI. Cur. 
{Middlesex Records.) 

Description of Middlesex County. 
In response to an order of the Governor & Council, 1700. 

[There is no copy in Virginia of the proceedings in Council, 
which caused the following report to be made by the court of 
Middlesex county. If all the reports from the various counties 
were preserved — as perhaps they may be in England — they 
would furnish a very interesting mass of information in regard 
to the colony.] 

April 14, 1700. 

By Virtue of an order from his Excellency Francis Nicholas, 
Esq' his Majesties Lt. and Govern' Gen" of Virginia in Council 
bearing date the 10th day of July 1700, the Court doth Returne 
the following Answer (to ye said order of his Excellency in 
Counciil) Middlesex County is Bounded with Rappahannock 
River on the north East side and with Peanketanck River and 
part of the dragon swamp on the south West side thereof. It 
contains about thirty four milles in Length and Lyeth between 
the said two Rivers as Farr as Peanketanck River Extends and 
then it is bounded between ye s* River of Rappahannock & the 
said dragon Swamp which said Swamp Runneth into ye said 
Peanketanck River and is the main head thereof, ten milles of 
which distance part of ye said thirty four milles is a Very nar- 
row neck or poynt of Land next to ye mouth of said Rivers and 
the other part of the County upwards Contains about three four 
or five milles in Breadth according to the several Wanderings 
and turnings of the said River; and the said County is bounded 
on the head with the lower part of the land of John Jones dec' d 
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which runs up from Rappahannock river on the upper part of 
Cock's Bay next above ye Land of James Blaise and so Cross- 
ing the Ridge along the Land of Thomas Toseley Including the 
same and from the out line of Thomas Toseley's Land down a 
great Branch deviding the land of Edward Thomas dec'd and 
the land of Rice Jones dec'd, Including the said Rice Jones 
dec'd Land (to the dragon Swamp) And the Whole County be- 
ing one parish the same bounds as above is the bounds of the 
parish of Christ Church in the said County. 

The Gleabe land in the said Parrish Contains about four hun- 
dred and twenty Acres, situate on Rosegill Creek Very Conven- 
ient and good Land which is of Vallew at the Least one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds Sterling on which said Land there was 
a dwelling house built in the year 1698 which cost the parish 
seven thousand pounds of sweet scented tobacco & Caske and 
there is some other old houses on the plantation and Reason- 
able good Fencing and pasture ground next the Creeke side. 

There are four Cows and four breeding Sows Given by Duell 
Pead,* Minister of the parish (at the time of his Leaving the 
same which is about nine years since) for the use of the Minis- 
ter which are still Good upon the Greate plantation and hath 
remained there ever since for the use aforesaid. 

There was also one hundred Acres of Barren Land Given by 
William Gordon to this parish in the year 1685 for a Free 
Schoole the said Land lyeth upon the maine Road about the 
middle of the s'd Parish which said Land now lyeth Voyd there 
is an old house upon the said Land in which a Schoole was 
Formerly Kept, the said Land is of Vallew about fifteene pounds 
Sterling — and herewith is ordered to be sent a true and perfect 
List of each and every Individuall tythable p'son in this County 
and parish this present year 1700, and a Copy of the County 
Leveys the last year 1699, by the Burgesses of this County to 
be Layd before the General Assembly at their next Session ac- 
cording to the said order &c. 

(Middlesex Records.) 

* Rev. Duell Plead came from England in 1683, to be minister of 
Christ Church, and held the charge seven years. He then returned to 
England and became, it is believed, rector of Newland St. Lawrence, 
Essex. 
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Grievances of the People of Middlesex, 1700. 

[In the same year as the preceding paper the following was 
recorded. Of course, the signers are only a part of the free- 
holders of the county. There is no other notice, known to the 
writer, of any intention to establish circuit (" circular") judges 
at this time. In March, 1661-2, an act was passed directing 
that the governor or two of the Council should go circuit; 
but this act was repealed at the next session in December, 1662.] 

A Certaine paper Containing severall Grievances signed by 
the Freeholders of this County was presented by them and Ad- 
mitted to Record, and ordered that they be tested by the Clerk 
of this County Court and sent by the Burgesses to the next 
session of the Gen" Assembly. 

Middlesex County Ss., October ye 7th, 1700. 

To the Right Worshipful the house of Burgesses of the Col- 
lony of Virginia: the Freeholders of Middlesex County doe 
present the following Grievances, &c. (Vizt) first, That the 
minister of the parish of Christ Church in this County hath by 
law a very sufficient salary, being sixteene thousand pounds of 
tobacco a yeare, and doe humbly desire that there may not be 
any greater sallary allowed to the said minister, which if there 
be will be a great oppression to the Inhabitants of the said 
County; and that the County and parish Continue as it now is 
Intire and undevided. 

aly. That there be no Circular Judges allowed which will be 
an oppression to the Countrey. 

3ly. That noe Negroes be keep at any quarter or plantation 
without the master or English overseer, for when negroes are left 
to them selves 00 any plantation gives them oppertunity to 
Committ many Crymes and thefts. 

4ly. That the 4d. "$ Gallon Imposition be taken of the rum 
Imported into this Collony, which is a great prejudice to trade. 

5ly, That Spanish money may not be exported out of this Col- 
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lony, but that it may pass Currently from man to man and that 
all pieces of eight pass for five shillings specie. 

James Blaise, William Porter, 

Peter Mountague, William Dudley, 

Paul Thilman, William Scarborough, 

Richard Daniell, |ohn Beston, 

Richard Kemp, John Vivion, 

Henry Nicolls, William Daniell, 

Marvell Moseley, John Smith, 

Philip Colbert, Adam Curtis, 

John Spears, Thomas Crank, 

W" Montague, Charles Williamson, 

W" Kilbel, John Hadley, 

Edward Williams, James Daniell, 
Edward Clark. 

At a Court held for the County of Middlesex the 7th day of 
October, 1700. 

Produced in Court by the Freeholders whose names are here- 
unto subscribed and Admitted to record, in order to be sent by 
the Burgesses of this County to the next Session of the Gen" 
Assembly. 

Test : Edwin Thacker, CI. Cur. 

{Middlesex Records.) 



Election of Francis Morrison as Governor, 
July 10, 1661. 

Whereas his sacred majesty by his Commission dated the 30 
of July, 1660, hath given leave to the hon"" S r W" Berkeley 
govern' of Virginia, upon his urgent occasions to go out of the 
Country, and hath also empowered thes* Govern' and the major 
part of the Council to elect one of the Council to supply his 
place, We the s rt S' W" Berkeley & the Council subscribed have 
upon the Emergent occasions Calling the s" S' W" Berkeley 
from thence, made choice of Col" Fran: Morrison Esq', to be 
Govern' & Capt. General of Virginia according to the tenor of 



EXTRACTS FROM VIRGINIA COUNTY RECORDS. 289 

the s 4 Commission, whose authority is to begin upon the Gov- 
ern™ setting out. 

Will. Berkeley, Edw. Hill, 

Tho: Ludwell see', Hen. Browne, 

Tho: Pettus, and 

Hen: Perry, Tho: Swanne. 

Vera Copia Test' Tho: Brereton. 
Copia Concordat. Test: Henry Randolph, CI. Dom. Com. 
M r Corbyn. 

Please to send a copy of this to your other County & and to 
the two Countys of Potomack attested by your Clerk. 

Yours, Hen: Randolph. 

re'd in Cur. io° die Julii Anno 1661. 

$ Edw. Dale, CI. Cur. 
( Copy recorded in Lancaster Co. ) 



Order by Lancaster County Court in Regard to 
Ministers, Oct. 23, 1661. 

[Lancaster county at this time extended to both sides of the 
Rappahannock and included the present Middlesex. There 
were then four parishes in the county, two, Lancaster and Pian- 
ketank on the south side of the river, and two others, Christ 
Church and St Mary's, on the north side.] 

This Ccurt takeing into considerac'ori the great want of 
the Ministry that hath been in this Countie & conceiving it to 
arise from the smallness* of ye p'ishes, not able to give such a 

* The existence throughout Virginia during the early Colonial period, 
of numerous small parishes and their gradual consolidation into larger 
ones, is a matter worthy of note. Their disappearance was due to the 
same causes which obliterated the little boroughs and hundreds, where 
the small farms clustered near together. For the same reasons, too, 
many of the small holdings were sold and became parts of great plan- 
tations. The cultivation of tobacco, requiring constantly new, rich 
land, was the chief agent in the change from a comparatively dense 
population in the beginning, to a widely scattered one in later periods. 

Of course danger from Indians and the absence of roads helped to re- 
duce the size of the parish at the beginning. 
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competency as may invite Mynisters to officiate amongst us, the 
Court has therefore ordered that the Constables in each p'ishe 
sum'on the inhabitants unto the usuall place of meeting in each 
p'ishe or when there is noe usuall place of meeting unto such 
place as the Co'ission" in each p'ishe shall thinke, meete & 
there being mett to subscribe their resolutions concerning ye fol- 
lowing queries : 

First whether they will consent, till such tymes as they bee 
able to maineteine a minister themselves to unite & joyne with 
the rest of the p'ishes of this Countie as one p'ishe to maine- 
teyne a mynister amongst us to officiate at such times & places 
as shalbe thought fitt by a Generall vestry chosen by them for 
that purpose. 

Secondlie what three men each parishe choose to make up 
this generall vestry to act in all things w'ch Concerns this gen- 
erall p'ishe. 

It is further ordered that Coll. John Carter, M' Hen: Corbyn, 
M' David Fox & M r William Leich doe take the subscriptions 
of ye p'ishon" of each p'ishe & they are hereby impowered. to 
issue out warrants to the respective constables for the Conveen- 
ing of the people at such times & places as y e foure p'sons 
aforenamed shall appoint. Mr. Potter is ordered to issue out 
warrants to the Constables for y c sum'oning in of the inhabitants 
before M' Leech. 

Severall Copies hereof ordered to be sent to the p'sons afore- 
saide. 

Note on the Church in Lancaster County. 

[Lancaster county was organized in 1652, and at the time the 
order of court printed above was made, was almost a new set- 
tlement. The loss of the old vestry books and the fact that 
Bishop Meade had no leisure for a careful study of the county 
records, makes the account he gives {Old Churches and Fam- 
ilies of Virginia, II, 1 15-130) an imperfect one. 

In 1654 the county was divided into two parishes ( Va. Mag., 
VIII, 174), and on April 1, 1657, was recorded an agreement of 
the people of Lancaster with Mr. Samuel Cole to serve as a 
minister, they to pay him 10,000 lbs. of tobacco and cask for 
the present year. Mr. Cole died before September 28, 1659. 
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There is in the county records reference, April ist, 1657, to 
the heirs of John Gorsuch, deceased, "Professor in Divinity." 
Perhaps he had been Mr. Cole's predecessor. 

Rev. William White, who was at the time minister of York 
parish, died in Lancaster in 1658, and his will is recorded there 
(Va. Mag., XI, 369). 

On Oct. 27, 1658, the County Court ordered a payment to 
David Linsey, minister, 0.1 account of his pains in the perform- 
ance of his duties. 

Rev. Benjamin Doggett was probably the first minister of any 
considerable length of residence in the county. He died in 
1682, and in his will directed that his books be collected, packed 
in a "great chest," which was to be bought, and sent to Eng- 
land for sale. He seems to have been from Ipswich, Eng. His 
successor seems to have been Rev. John Bertrand, who died in 
1 70 1. His will is of record. 

The next minister was Rev. Andrew Jackson, who at his 
death, in 17 10, left his books to Christ Church parish for the use 
of the incumbent, and gave ^10 sterling to the "meetinghouse 
in Caple Square, Dublin." As Mr. Jackson appears to have 
been an emigrant from Belfast, Ireland, and as he had no Epis- 
copal ordination, he had probably been a Presbyterian minister 
(see Meade, II, 123). 

Mr. Jackson's successor was Rev. John Bell, who was the in- 
cumbent until 1743. His inventory shows that he owned land 
in Lancaster and Prince William, forty-three slaves, &c. 

From this point Bishop Meade gives a full account. 

It is worthy of notice, in view of the statements so constantly 
made in regard to the poor character of the Virginia Colonial 
clergy, that we have an instance here of a succession of minis- 
ters who filled their cures satisfactorily to their congregations 
and led blameless lives. 

One of the most noteworthy ea«-ly benefactors to the Church 
in Lancaster was Captain William Fox, who in his will, dated 
in 1717, and proved in 1718, directs that " my wife shall send 
for the Lords Prayer & Creed well drawn in Gold letters & my 
name under each of them, set in decent black frames," as a gift 
to St. Mary's White Chapel, Lancaster. He also left to that 
Church " the font that came in this year." 
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His father, David Fox, in his will dated and proved in 1669, 
had left ^20 sterling for the glazing and other use of St. Mary's.] 



Agreement For Servants to Marry, 1666. 
(Lancaster county.) 

Whereas John Jones serv' to Jo: Meredith & Sarah Garnett 
serv' to ye s d Meredith are desirous to marry & have obtayned 
leave from their sd, master to that purpose, the s d Jones haveing 
from Aprill last past two yeres to serve & the s" Susan haveing 
now almost seaven yeres from this time, now know all men by 
these presents wee the sd Jones & Garnett doe for us & either 
of us joyntly & severally Covenante give & grante to & with 
our s d master his ex'or administ"* & ass's to serve hym his ex. 
adm. or ass's foure Complete yeres from the date hereof & to 
do our duty Faithfully and honestly during the s d terme of foure 
yeres hee the s 1 Meredith finding & allowing to us, & such 
children as may be borne betweene us during ye s d terme all 
things necessary & convenient for us & our Children 8c at the 
end of ye s" terme paying us Come & clothes according to ye 
custom of ye Country. In witness whereof we have hereunto 
sett o'r hands and seales the 22th day of August 1666. 

Jo: Jones, $ s'g'm, 
Saw: Garnett, $ sig'm. 

Teste: Diana Dale 

Edward Dale 

recognit in Cur. Com. Lane. 14° Nov. 1666 recordat" 20 die. 

$ Edw'd Dale, CI. Cur. 



Warrant from Giles Brent by Commission from 
General Nat. Bacon, 1676. 

(Lancaster county.) 

Whereas by vertue of a Commission to mee given by hon'ble 
Nathaniel Bacon, Esq'r, and Gen'll of the Indian Warr for the 
Impressing of horse, Armes and furniture for and in Order to 
this p'sent March. These are therefore in his Ma'ties name to 
Impower & authorize you to Impress and make Seizure of 
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twenty able Horses with Amies (vizt: pisolls [sic], Carbines, 
Swords, Rapiers or Culass [«ic]), with Horse furniture as Sad- 
dles, Bridles, &c. And you are hereby required to bring the 
saide horse, Amies and furniture to the house of mr. Warwick 
Cam mack, upon Sunday next by tenn of the Clock in the fore 
noone. And if it shall happen that you shall have occasion for 
men to ride and assist you in this behalfe I doe alsoe Impower 
you to Impress and comand such men to your Assistance afore- 
saide, and if arty P'son or P'sons shall make contempt hereof, 
that then and in such cases you are hereby required, to bring 
the saide P'sons with you to the place of Randevous abovesaide 
to the End they may answer the same before the Hono' ble the 
Gen' 11, whereof you are not to faile. Given under my hand the 
26th day of July, 1676. 

Giles Brent. 

To L'tt Jon. Arnold, to Execute the same in the County of 
Lane' r. 

Know all men that I Doe Impower Thomas Parfitt to execute 
the Contents of this warrant, as witness my hand July the 29th, 
1676. 

John Arnold. 

Record, undecimo Die September A* Dom. 1678. 

^ John Stretchley, CI. Cur. 

[There is evidence scattered through the county records, that 
after Bacon was commissioned general of the Indian war in 
June, 1676 — after the scenes so graphically described by T. M. 
— he went vigorously to work arranging a campaign against the 
enemy. But after Berkeley rescinded his commission and de- 
clared him a rebell, much confusion resulted, and many persons 
who had been willing to serve under Bacon while he held a com- 
mission from the Governor, now withdrew from him. This was 
the case with Colonel Brent. 

Giles Brent, of " Peace Neck," Stafford county, a son of the 
early Maryland and Virginia colonist of the same name, raised 
a force of 1,000 or 1,200 men, and marched to the assistance of 
Governor Berkeley at the time he was besieged at James- 
town. After Bacon's victory there, the rebel leader marched 
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against Brent; but almost all of the latter's men deserted him, 
and many joined Bacon. "Whereupon," says the author of 
Bacon' 's Proceedings, "Colonell Brent was mightily astonished 
at the departure of his followers, saying that they had forsaken 
the stowtest man, and ruin'd the fairest estate in Verginia, which 
was by their Cowardize or disaffections, exposed to the mercy 
of the Baconians." Colonel Brent died Septemper 2, 1679.J 



A Proclamation in Regard to Public Dues, 1680. 
(Lancaster county.) 
By his Excellency. 

Whereas I am informed the publique Credit of this Colony is 
oweing and indebted to diverse p'sons for many disbursments 
and supplies to and for the use of this his Ma' ties Colony, In ye 
which that a legall and regular care of payment may be taken 
by the next Gen'll Assemby, you are therefore to give notice 
that a List of your Tithables bee by the Burgesses with all Just 
Claims according to an order in this Case made & provided, 
P'sented to the Gen'll Assembly to the intent payment may be 
duely p' portioned. 

Given under my hand May the 10th, 1680. 

Tho: Culpeper. 

To his * * * High Sheriff of Lanc'r County. 

Recordat 17 die Junii; A" Do'ni 1680. 

John Stretchley, CI. Cur. 



Agreement For Servants Not to Work Tobacco, 1684. 
(Lancaster county.) 

On Feb. 10, 1684 was recorded a paper in which John Carter 
engages not to compel his servants Denis Neale and W m Burton 
to work in the ground to make tobacco, and they in turn agree 
to destroy their indentures and to work at corn crop and other 
work. 

Similar contract between Carter and James Story, a servant. 
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Order by Governor and Council in Regard to 
Justices of the Peace, 1686. 

(Lancaster county) 

At a Council held at James Citty ye 26th of Aprill 1686 pres- 
ent his Excellency and Councell. 

Whereas Complaint has been made unto his Excellency and 
ye Councell of the great Remissenesse of Justices of the peace 
in the Respective Countyes in not duely attending at County 
Courts but makeing to[o] frequent adjournments whereby Jus- 
tice is delayed and the inhabitance greatly vexed by their being 
frequently carried from horn to theire great Charge damage 
and trouble and by frequent adjournments Return Re infecta [,] 
for prevention whereof for the future and the Intent Justly [Jus- 
tice] may bee duly administered All his Majesties [justices] of 
the peace in every Respective County are strictly charged & 
Required to give their Personall attendance on their respective 
County Courts for his Majesties and Countrys service according 
to appointn' by Act to hear and determine all Causes that shall 
come before them that present Court. And to avoid as much as 
possible may be adjournments without finishing the whole Docket 
then Before them unlesse impeded by unresistable occasions. 
And it is likewise ordered that If any Justice of the peace shall 
faile of giving his Attendance at every Respective County 
Court and hath not a sufficient occasion whereby to excuse him- 
selfe the Justices then Attending are Required to fine every 
Such Justice and Justices who shall soe faile in giveing his or their 
Attendance according to Law and it is further ordered that the 
Clerke of every County Court doe on the sixth day of every 
Aprill Generall Court and October Generall Court Returne to 
m r Auditor Bacon a full and perfect account of all such fines soe 
Levied. And to ye Intent that ye Proceedings of our Courts 
may come as neere as Reasonably o'r present Condition will 
admit to the practice of the Courts of England It is ordered 
that the Commissions of ye Peace be Published Immediately af- 
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ter the opening of every Court. And whereas Rappahannock * 
and New Kent Countyes ly on ye North and South side of the 
Rivers the Justices thereof have appointed Courts to bee held 
on each side the Rivers and have ordered the Action depending 
on the south side shall not be heard and determined on the 
North side of the Rivers whereby Actions hang long before 
they bee Brought to any Issue and Complained on by the Inhab- 
itance to be very grievous and vexatious unto them the which to 
Redresse it is ordered that for the future an Action Com- 
menced on the North side may be heard and determined on ye 
South side and Actions Commenced on the South side may be 
tried and determined on ye North side and that there be no dis- 
tinction nor Separacons in ye Courts but that they bee taken for 
one and the same Court be it either on the South side or on the 
North that ye Action is Commenced And it is ordered that Pub- 
lication be made of this order of Councell to the intent it may 
be Publicly Known. 

Ed. Chilton, CI. Gen 1 Court. 

Record, decim tertio die Novembris A" Domini [1686J. 

$ Peter Jones, Dep. CI. Cur. 



* Rappahannock county was divided into two parts by the river of the 
same name, and New Kent was divided by the Pamunkey. Indeed, at 
that time, a second river, the Mattapony, ran through New Kent; but it 
is not probable that in 1686 there were many settlers beyond the Matta- 
pony in what is now King and Queen county. 



